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The Alliance of Ohio Trauma Registrars (AOTR) is an independent organization of over 75 people joining together to support the trauma system development in the state of Ohio.  We come from a variety of backgrounds, education and skill levels and yet we all have the same goal; to improve trauma care in Ohio.  We meet regularly throughout the year to discuss trauma issues, provide trauma education to our members, and support the Ohio trauma system. Through our website, http://www.ohiotraumaregistrars.org/ , we offer information and education around the world.  
It has come to our attention that many hospital professionals do not fully understand the actual role and responsibilities of a trauma registrar.  It is commonly believed the trauma registrar is an “admitting registration individual” or “someone that just enters data”.  The AOTR believes that the title “trauma registrar” does not adequately reflect what is being done on a daily basis by these individuals.

The AOTR would like your assistance in clarifying this confusion.  We understand that the Resources for Optimal Care of the Injured Patient, 2006 is under current revision.  We would like to propose one of the following as a title change for the trauma registrar position:



Trauma Registry Specialist



Trauma Registry Coordinator



Trauma Registry Analyst

We believe these titles better reflect the continual emerging role of the registrar.  The position is more than a data support person and the title should reflect this.  The current position has expanded into QA, PI, extensive reporting, merge documents, NTDB access and presents a much larger role than in the past.  The trauma registrar will continue to grow as an essential component in the future of trauma system development.  The title should reflect this important contribution.
We thank you for your time and consideration of our request.  Please feel free to contact any of us through our website (http://www.ohiotraumaregistrars.org/) if you have further questions.  
Sincerely,

Ellen Fitzenrider, AOTR President, BA, RHIT
Taunya Kessler, CCS, AOTR Vice-President

Debbie Lichtenwalter, CSTR, Member-At-Large
Gayle Holdgreve, CSTR, AOTR Board Member

Margie Koehn, CSTR, AOTR Board Member
Kim Kelley, Secretary

Wendi Lowell, CAISS, Treasurer

